DVPA HISTORICAL SUMMARY
By Sherry Braga, FVRL – last revised in 2015
In 1977 a ‘grassroots group’ met at Clark College and called themselves the Clark County Volunteer Coordinators Council (CCVCC).  In 1989 the group changed their name to DVPA, Directors of Volunteer Program Association.  In 1989 they started meeting in the Human Services Council meeting room averaging 30-40 attendees.  By the mid-1990s attendance had dropped.  The membership agreed that a more convenient meeting site was needed.  “My Sister and I” Restaurant became the meeting location from the mid 1990s to 2003.  Conveniently meeting downtown did increase attendance until the restaurant closed some years later.  In 2003 DVPA tried several other meeting locations without much success.  During this experimentation time, of various locations and program ideas, attendance and membership declined.

Anne Turner and Sherry Braga called a group together in 2005 to discuss the future of DVPA and options people felt would be most helpful in the Volunteer Management field.  Nancy Gaston was brought in as an advisor and administrator during a couple planning sessions.  In 2008 DVPA was re-birthed incorporating the new suggestions that came from the planning sessions.    Anne passed away during this time and will always be remembered as a driving force in keeping DVPA thriving in Clark County.  Her passion, for helping others, continues to inspire.
In 2008, DVPA started meeting on a bi-monthly basis.  Some great program speakers and topics brought back regular attendees and support.  It is once again an active and thriving organization.  Over the years, DVPA has been a supporter of the Washington State DOVIA Association (Directors of Volunteers in Agencies).  For many years DOVIA met quarterly in Ellensburg and often DVPA sent representatives on an annual basis.  With an economic downturn the state association also lost support.  DVPA became a member of a national association known as AVA (Association for Volunteer Administration) in the spring of 1991.  Many DVPA members attended the annual national AVA conferences.  Unfortunately AVA folded in 2006.  There have been some national meetings in hopes of assembling another such organization without sustained success.  Points of Light, a government supported program, does support volunteerism in a broader spectrum and has annual national conferences that many do participate in.  Energize also offers national networking https://www.energizeinc.com/.  Many DVPA members are part of the national Americorp Program and gains much from the association.
Since its existence DVPA has been the primary sponsor or co-sponsor of a volunteer manager conference each year, most being held in the spring time.  In early years, workshops were co-sponsored with NOVAA (Portland’s Association) or VCC (Longview’s).  These events started out as half day training and have expanded into all day conferences with nationally known speakers (Nancy MacDuff, Steve McCurley, Violet Malone, Rick Lynch, Betty Stallings and Nancy Gaston).  DVPA is well-known for coordinating quality and professional training opportunities in Clark County.  In 2011, we became partners with the Nonprofit Network of SW WA for a joint conference which has continued successfully.  Through neighboring associations, member discounts are available for additional trainings and conferences.  DVPA reciprocates conference discounts to their members as well.  
DVPA by-laws were adopted on April 3rd, 1990.   They were revised in April of 1996 and again in June of 1998.  During most of DVPA’s existence, officers have been elected on an annual basis.  Clark County Agencies have been supportive in having their volunteer managers join the association which has brought growth and sustainability.  In 2001, DVPA was a sponsor/supporter of the International Year of the Volunteer world-wide effort by hosting a county event and supporting the state one.  Our first website http://dvpa.weebly.com  was launched in 2009 and has been a great resource to our membership.  Email became the prime source of communication to members.  In 2010 the Anne Turner Award was initiated to recognize Excellence in Volunteer Management and has become widely recognized in the region. DVPA initiates/participates in all National Volunteer Month (April) Proclamations at council meetings for Clark County and the City of Vancouver.
Through the years DVPA has increased volunteerism awareness to the Clark County (Washington) area by presenting awards and county-wide programs in a variety of capacities.    Meetings have offered a chance to network, share agency needs and event information along with educational opportunities in relation to volunteer management.  Conferences and leadership roles offer professional growth and agency partnerships.  DVPA is a catalyst for sustainability and a community collaborator in the field of Volunteerism.    DVPA offers scholarships, as requested for those in need. 
DVPA Officer History:
1977 to 1989

Grass Roots Group – Officers Not recorded

1989/1990






1990/1991
Chair-Claudia Dalton, Foster Grandparent Program

Chair-Claudia Dalton, Foster Grandparent Program

1991/1992






1992/1993
Chair-Claudia Dalton, Foster Grandparent Program

Co-Chair-Janet Charles, DSHS

Vice Chair-Bobbi Wimer, Salvation Army


Co-Chair-Terri Lufkin, YWCA

Treasurer-Delores Zschomler, Neighbors In Deed

Treasurer-Delores Zschomer-Neighbors In Deed

Secretary-Terri Lufkin, YWCA



Secretary-Toni Woodward, Rep. Payee Program

1993/1994






1994/1995
Chair-Jody Jarosz-Morris, Adult Day Ctr, CRMH

Chair-Donna Boyer, C.C. Juvenile Court

Vice Chair-Gail Shonkwiler-Criswell, FVRL Library Dist
Vice Ch.-Dawn Ray, U.S. Forest Serv., Mt. St. Helens
Treasurer-Terri Lufkin, YWCA



Treasurer-Claudia Dalton, Foster Grandparent Program

Secretary-Toni Bailie, Volunteer Chore (resigned)

Secretary-Kari Garman, Camp Opportunity

Secretary-Debra Friedman, Campfire Boys & Girls



1995/1996






1996/1997
Chair-Donna Boyer, C.C. Juvenile Court


Chair-Donna Boyer, C.C. Juvenile Court
Vice Chair-Al Flory, YWCA




Vice Chair-Al Flory, YWCA
Treasurer-Claudia Dalton, Foster Grandparent Prg.

Treasurer-Claudia Dalton, Foster Grandparent Program

Secretary-Kari Garman, Camp Opportunity


Secretary-Delores Zschomerler, Neighbors In Deed

1997/1998






1998/1999
Chair-Al Flory, YWCA




Chair-Bill Dolan, Salvation Army (resigned Spring)

Vice Chair-Peggy Caines, Volunteer Chore


Vice Chair (& later Chair)-Mari Kuhn, SWMC

Treasurer-Claudia Dalton, Foster Grandparent Prg.

Treasurer-Anne Turner, HSC & Volunteer Center 
Secretary-Delores Zschomler, Neighbors In Deed

Secretary-Delores Zschomler, Neighbors In Deed

1999/2000






2000/2001
Chair-Mari Kuhn, SWMC




Chair-Sherry Braga, FVRL Library District
Vice Chair-Cassy Holcomb, Humane Society of SW WA
Vice Chair-Babara Allen, Share

Treasurer-Anne Turner, HSC & Volunteer Center of C.C.
Treasurer-Mari Kuhn, SWMC

Secretary-Sherry Braga, FVRL Library District

Secretary-Tricia Williamson, Habitat for Humanity
2001/2002






2002/2003
Chair-Sherry Braga, FVRL Library District


Chair-Cassy Holcomb, Humane Society of SW WA
Vice Chair-Cassy Holcomb, Humane Society of SW WA
Vice Chair-Peggy Caines, Catholic Com. Svs. (Chore)
Treasurer-Tricia Williamson, Habitat for Humanity

Treasurer-Tricia Williamson, Habitat for Humanity

Secretary-Mari Kuhn, RSVP Committee


Secretary-Susan Oberst, Share House

2003/2004






2004/2005
Chair-Donna Boyer, C.C. Juvenile Court


Chair-Donna Boyer, C.C. Juvenile Court
Vice Chair-Gary Bock, WSU Watershed Council

Vice Chair-Gary Bock, WSU Watershed Council
Treasurer-Tricia Williamson, Habitat for Humanity

Treasurer-Tricia Williamson, Habitat for Humanity
Secretary-Anne Turner, HSC & Volunteer Center of C.C.
Secretary-Anne Turner, HSC & Volunteer Center 

DVPA Officer History Continued:

2005-2007

Reorganized (new meeting location and day – meeting discussions centered around future changes)

2008/2009






2009/2010
Co-Chair-Bobbi Casanova, Volunteer Connections/RSVP
Co-Chair-Bobbi Casanova, Volunteer Connect./RSVP

Co-Chair-Barbara Nordstrom, VSD Lunch Buddy Prg.
Co-Chair-Barbara Nordstrom, VSD Lunch Buddy Prg.

Vice Chair-Bernie Gerhardt, DHSH



Vice Chair-Bernie Gerhardt, DHSH
Secretary/Treasurer-Lisa Beranek, CPU Stream Team 
Treasurer-Lisa Beranek, CPU Stream Team
Past Chair- Sherry Braga, FVRL District


Secretary-Kama May, Americorp VCC/ISNW/PSL









Past Chair – Sherry Braga, FVRL District
2010/2011






2011/2012
Co-Chair-Lisa Baranek, CPU Stream Team


Co-Chair-Bernie Gerhardt, AFS
Co-Chair-Bernie Gerhardt, Community Volunteer

Co-Chair-Sherry Braga, FVRL District
Treasurer-Bobbi Casanova, Community Volunteer

Treasurer-Bobbi Casanova, St. John’s Church
Secretary-Charlean Hayes-Hughs, Hospice (CHH&H)
Membership-Hailey Heath, Mt. St. Helen’s Inst.
Past Chair-Barbara Nordstrom, VSD Lunch Buddy Prg.
Secretary-Heidi Hiatt, YWCA
Past Chair-Sherry Braga, FVRL Library District

Past Chair- Barbara Nordstrom, VPSD Lunch Buddies
2012/2013






2013/2014
Co-Chair-Sherry Braga, FVRL Library District

Co-Chair-Bernie Gerhardt, Friends of the Carpenter 
Co-Chair-Bernie Gerhardt, AFS



Co-Chair-Sherry Braga, FVRL Library District
Treasurer/Membership-Bobbi Casanova, St John’s

Treasurer/Membership-Bobbi Casanova, St. John’s
Secretary-Samantha Tracy, Free Clinic of SW WA

Secretary-Samantha Tracy, Free Clinic of SW WA
Awards/Conf/Planning-Hailey Heath, City of Vancouver
Awards/Conf/Planning-Hailey Heath, City of Vanc
Awards/Conf/Planning-Janell Watts, HFH Re-Store

Awards/Conf/Planning-Janell Watts, HFH Re-Store
Web Page Maintenance-Brady Wilson, HFH


Web Page Maintenance-Vacant
Past Chair-Barbara Nordstrom, Community Garden

Past Chair-Vacant
2014/2015

Co-Chair-Sherry Braga, FVRL Library District

Co-Chair-Bernie Gerhardt, Friends of the Carpenter

Treasurer/Membership-Bobbi Casanova, St John’s 

Secretary-Samantha Tracy, Free Clinic of SW WA

Awards/Conf/Planning-Hailey Heath, City of Vancouver

Awards/Conf/Planning-Janell Watts, HFH Re-Store

Awards/Conf/Planning-Laurie Giacomini, Innovative Svcs

Web Page Maintenance-Vacant

Past Chair-Vacant

